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Get more detailed and upfront editorial analysis!

ONLY on Shepard’s ®— Orange “Q” Guidance

Shepard’s® Citations Service, the only online  
citations service to offer the full spectrum of  
editorial analysis, is now the only citations service  
to pinpoint references that “question” the validity  
of the citation you entered. 

And you see it right at the top of your Shepard’s  
report so you get more up-front analysis to guide  
you before you research further.

Though not “Overruled” or “Superseded,”  
Questioned By analysis alerts you that the citing 
court—as opposed to a law review editor,  
commentator, etc.—believes that a case or new  
legislative or regulatory development has  
transpired, impacting some or all of the case you 
Shepardized ™ negatively. The Orange “Q”  
makes that distinction clear for you. 

The editorial phrase “Questioned By” has long  
existed in Shepard’s Citations Service, part of the  
red “Warning” signal indicator. But now it stands  
on its own to draw attention to its unique  
importance so that you can assess its impact for  
your particular research. Here’s the definition as  
it appears in the Shepard’s Signal™ legend:
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Questioned By:
The orange “Q” Shepard’s Signal indicates that  
citing opinions question the continuing validity or  
precedential value of the case you are Shepardizing™ 
because of intervening circumstances, including  
judicial or legislative overruling.

Navigate directly to the questioning citing references. 
Click on the Questioned link in your Shepard’s  
Summary report to move to the first reference with  
that analysis. Or click on the drop-down arrow next 
to Cites at the bottom of your report screen, then 
highlight Questioned under Negative Analysis. Or, 
use the FOCUS™-Restrict By feature to restrict the 
Shepard’s report to just those citing references  
assigned the “questioned by” phrase.


