
Shepard’s ® Citations Service on LexisNexis® at www.lexis.com guides you to the 
best information—faster, easier and more reliably than other online services. 
Shepard’s is your early warning system, alerting you to vital changes in the 
authorities you use as foundations for your work and leading you to newer, 
stronger cases to enhance your position. See for yourself.

Shepard’s ® and KeyCite® 

 

You Need: Shepard’s Citations Service
on LexisNexis at www.lexis.com

KeyCite Your Shepard’s Payoff: 

Total history and treatment analysis, so  
you’ll reach sound conclusions.

Shepard’s expert attorney-editors provide  
the full spectrum of history and treatment  
analysis, including “followed” treatment and 
“questioned by.” 

Shepard’s includes extensive analysis for cases, 
statutes, regulations, patents and other primary  
law sources.

No “followed” in KeyCite. “Positive” in KeyCite 
means no negative treatment.

KeyCite editors who check for headnote and  
topic assignments also determine history and 
treatment codes. 

With Shepard’s, you’ll know at a glance if your 
authority has been weakened or strengthened. 
You’ll also quickly spot potential splits of authority. 
One case may stand for multiple issues, only one 
of which is overruled, while the others may be 
expressly followed. Or, just one jurisdiction may 
overrule a case while others may expressly follow it.

Backed by a team of citation experts, you can be 
sure your authority will stand up to adversarial and 
judicial scrutiny.

The faster, easier way to find authorities 
relevant to your research.

One screen; one step; get results. Shepard’s 
Summary provides key references, editorial 
treatment and information on LexisNexis® 
headnotes from your case that match text in  
the report’s citing cases. Navigation tools allow 
you to go quickly to the parts of the report of most 
interest to you.

Shepard’s is organized by jurisdiction and court, so 
it’s easy to spot citations relevant to your research.

The FOCUS™ Restrict By link lets you add custom 
restrictions by treatment, jurisdiction, date or 
LexisNexis headnote, or add focus terms.

Sorry, you can’t limit by treatment type in KeyCite. 
And limiting by jurisdictions means more screens, 
more steps.

KeyCite does not organize its answer sets by 
jurisdiction, making it hard to identify citations 
from your court.

Choose Shepard’s and know in seconds. Quickly 
and easily narrow a long list of citing references to 
citations relevant to your research.

The most current citations available, so  
you don’t miss anything.

Only Shepard’s adds all history and treatment in a 
single step, typically within 24 – 48 hours. 

Only the obvious analysis is added right away. 
More subtle analysis may take days—even weeks.

With Shepard’s, you’ll know quickly when a 
subsequent decision affects your authority in any 
way. No surprises.

Compare: 
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You Need: Shepard’s Citations Service
on LexisNexis at www.lexis.com

KeyCite Your Shepard’s Payoff: 

Additional authority to bolster your
arguments—quickly.

Shepard’s “followed” leads you directly to decisions 
that have followed your case. There are also 
references to secondary sources, such as Matthew 
Bender® treatises and law reviews that provide 
you additional authorities. In addition, Shepard’s 
Table of Authorities also includes following cases, 
treatises and law reviews. Start with one on-point 
case and move quickly to more recent decisions 
that may provide stronger support for your position.

Not possible. The best you can do is browse 
through every non-negative citing case. 

With Shepard’s, it’s faster and easier to find 
additional authority for your arguments.

Assurance that your case stands
on a firm foundation.

Are the authorities on which your case relies  
still good law? Shepard’s Table of Authorities is  
the fastest way to find out. Shepard’s TOA tells  
you which cases your case followed and which  
it differs from.

KeyCite Table of Authorities does not offer detailed 
analysis codes or “following” analysis, so you can’t 
check the foundation of your case in a single step.

Uncover hidden weaknesses with Shepard’s  
Table of Authorities.

On-point cases dealing with your specific 
point of law.

Link on a LexisNexis® headnote in Shepard’s 
and move directly to the language in the citing 
case where the point of law in your headnote is 
discussed. Relevant words of the headnote are 
bolded for easy identification.

There are multiple access points to the full text of 
cases within Shepard’s. LexisNexis headnote links 
take you right to the discussion in the citing case  
of the issue identified in the case—the part of the 
case of interest to you.

You’ll only see a “restrict by headnote” link if a 
subsequent case has actually discussed that point of 
law. And the links are in the report itself complete 
with easy access to the full text of the headnotes.

Headnote numbers in KeyCite are not active 
hyperlinks. KeyCite links to the first place your  
case is cited, which may or may not be the part  
of the case you need. Words matching your 
headnote are not bolded, making it harder to  
spot relevant language.

Headnote analysis is limited primarily to West 
reporters. West editors write headnotes for 
relatively few unpublished decisions.

West puts the KeyCite Notes link on every 
headnote, and you get an error report if there  
are no citing cases that match your headnote. 
KeyCite’s Limit feature requires multiple steps.

With Shepard’s, you’ll get quicker access and  
more on-point references for the point of law  
you’ve selected. 

Compare: 


